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Introduction
As the first exam of the new specification, centres had clearly worked very hard to prepare 
candidates for all the necessary assessment objectives. In this first instance, candidates 
handled the questions well and responded with resilience to the demands for analysis of 
writer's methods, relevant context and significant comparisons. Some centres chose two 
very weighty texts, and in some instances, both pre-1900, so candidates had a lot of 
material to cover in just an hour. Nevertheless, most candidates knew their chosen texts 
very well and showed extensive knowledge despite the time constraints.

AO1, 2 and 3 holistically hold the majority of marks on this paper, and certainly centres had 
made every effort to ensure candidates covered each. AO4 is marked separately and worth 
just 8 marks.

Largely, candidates coped with the demands of each question and made a strong effort to 
retain focus on those key question words throughout their responses. There was a tendency 
in some cases for candidates to be overly reliant on essays that had been set in preparation, 
as often, those question focuses reappeared on the exam, tweaked to (in some cases quite 
successfully) fit the question set. Candidates should remain flexible and not try to fit prior 
essay work into their exam responses as invariably this causes the AO1 argument to lose 
clarity.

AO2 was perhaps the area which could be most improved upon. Some responses glossed 
over quotations or included AO2 features which had very little relevance to their argument, 
simply for the sake of inserting the literary terminology. The most successful responses 
showed strong knowledge of the text as a whole, and kept a clear focus on those texts 
as constructions by authors. When the writer's craft was explored well, it really lifted the 
quality of the response.

Contextual considerations were a successful point for many candidates. Clearly the novels 
had, in the main, been taught as products of their contemporary societies, and many 
candidates had worthy and significant ideas to raise about the novels in context with the 
question. Context which feeds into the initial argument, not simply added at the beginning 
or the end of the response, works best, though some authorial biographical points were 
relevant.

Candidates made many skilful connections between the texts, by theme, narrative style, 
character response, and many more. This assessment objective was covered well. It is worth 
noting that simply adding connecting phrases such as 'similarly' and 'also' don't clearly 
explore the comparisons and contrasts that can be found.

Finally, AO5 is not tested on this exam, though some candidates spent quite a lot of valuable 
exam time writing about the views of various critics. While this might form the basis of an 
argument, it cannot be rewarded in its own right, unless covering significant context or 
furthering a candidate's own argument.
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Question 1
This question provided candidates with lots of opportunities to write about types of maturity 
and evaluate which characters mature - or otherwise - and what causes this.
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This candidate offers a clear, relevant essay with lots of good examples of characters who are 
mature or not, despite physicality. There isn't much detail with context, nor precise detail about the 
writer’s craft. However, their strength lies in a clearly explored AO1 response with a range of relevant 
examples. They sit just within mid-level 3.

The connections written about by the candidate are based around absent parents, and this is 
sustained as being 'clear exploration' across both texts, meaning that they just tip into level 3 for 
AO4.

Examiner Comments
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Question 2
The theme of loneliness allowed a broad scope for candidates to explore and responses to 
this question could look into the causes, effects and methods of portrayal.
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This essay is very 'general'. Points aren't explored in depth and examples are not precise in terms 
of quotation. A strength is AO1, as the essay is organised into various points about the concept of 
loneliness. The candidate would be able to improve drastically with some precise quotation analysis 
and has missed a clear opportunity to talk about context. The essay is more than level 1, but doesn't 
cover much of level 2. Connections are straightforward level 2.

Examiner Comments
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Question 3
Many able candidates took advantage of both the physical and emotional possibilities of 
journeys which this question offered.
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This response is very similar in ability to the example for question 2. The writing is generalised, and 
quotes given have very little explanation. Though some attempts at context have been made, they 
remain ‘general’. The candidate’s weaknesses are AO1 and AO4. The focus on the concept of journeys 
and how they are used by the writers was lost frequently, while the connections between texts are 
sparse, largely exploring each text separately - high level 1 for AO4.

Examiner Comments
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Question 4
This question pointed candidates directly to including context about colonisation and was 
largely straightforward. One particular problem that a few candidates had was failing to 
address the 'harmful effects' section of the question.
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This response is typical of mid band 3 for AO1-3. The candidate makes clear, sensible points with 
good examples which do allow them to explore. There is care in the expression and a clear knowledge 
of the text as a whole. They are also starting to pay more attention to the writer’s craft and in the 
whole essay, the context used was significant.

Examiner Comments
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Question 5
This question discriminated well between candidates. Candidates are encouraged to choose 
the question carefully according to the texts they have studied and what they have most 
focused their AS work on.
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This response just makes it into band 2. The response is simple in tone and shows a very general 
understanding of crime and relationships. Examples are used but the explanations are limited and the 
context generalised. Further into the response, it becomes more descriptive (level 1 qualities). This 
means that the candidate must remain at a low band 2 level for both assessment grids.

Examiner Comments
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Question 6
This question allowed some very interesting comments about the home settings and the 
ways writers use them to unsettle and put across key messages to the reader about changes 
in society. Some candidates made the mistake of talking about 'settings' in general, not just 
'domestic settings', meaning that some comments weren't as relevant.
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Comments in this response are very simple. The candidate has written accurately, but isn’t analysing 
how the writers are using the domestic settings in any detail. Context is included, but is very 
generalised and imprecise. While the candidate does mention writers, the actual analysis of the 
writers’ craft doesn’t follow this. As such, low level 2 fits this response.

Examiner Comments
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Question 7
This question offered a vast array of opportunities of material to include, and was extremely 
relevant to all four texts. The majority of candidates were able to offer some very insightful 
comments about the adversities faced and the various reactions of characters. These tied to 
context well too.

PMT
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Question 8
This question was extremely popular and again, allowed the candidates to write well about 
many aspects of their novels. Anxieties about science and its developments underpin all of 
the novels and the question wording points directly towards many contextual considerations 
of the novels' settings.

This response has the confident argument characterising level 4. While it is not more than mid level, 
the candidate has written with more care and insight than the typical ‘clear’ level 3 response. The 
relevant context and consistent line of argument, alongside clear connections are all strengths of 
this script. The candidate could definitely go into further AO2 depth, but the strengths do carry the 
response into level 4.

Examiner Comments
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This response has satisfied the level 1 criteria only. It is narrative, descriptive and lacking in explicit 
examples. While the candidate has the beginnings of understanding of both texts, there is no 
exploration. The question focus on scientific development was kept to, but despite this positive 
starting point, the response hasn’t developed from there.

Examiner Comments
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Question 9
This question again allowed any text combination to access and achieve, with many 
impressive responses. Candidates answered well, though some didn't focus on every part of 
the question "intrusion" and "everyday life".
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This response incorporates some beautifully woven in references to the question and context, 
expressed with that carefully chosen language we would expect from level 5.  The whole essay is 
discriminating and thorough with a very strong argument.

Examiner Comments
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Question 10
Again, this question yielded good responses, and allowed candidates to make several 
insightful points about emotional hauntings, as well as literal haunting.

Low level 3 for AO1-4.  The candidate uses examples throughout which help to provide a coherent 
and structured argument, but the AO2 and 3 points are brief and more general.  There isn’t much 
awareness of the authors either, but the essay has AO1 strengths, meaning that it fits just into level 
3 for its fulfillment of the AO1 bullet point.

Examiner Comments
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Question 11
Another highly popular question, the notion of 'suffering' provoked numerous levels of 
response. The more able candidates did not just rely on the most obvious examples (such 
as the pebbles incident in A Thousand Splendid Suns) and explored the suffering of various 
characters.
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This is a strong response - level 5 – but not full marks because sometimes the 
argument sometimes lacks precision. There is excellent depth of AO2 and 3 - 
discriminating in some places, especially on the wider structural comments - and 
consistent connections for AO4, which would be a low level 4.

Examiner Comments
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Question 12
This question pointed candidates directly to context with the wording 'social conventions'. 
Sometimes candidates did a 'surface' job of exploring the social conventions but not the 
'effects...on characters' section of the question however.

 `
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This script characterises the very bottom of level 4 for AO1-3. The candidate is doing more than level 
3 - but only just. There are some pleasing moments of in depth AO2 analysis and the candidate has 
clear understanding of context and their own argument about oppressive social conventions. The con-
nections aren’t quite as good though - solid level 2.

Examiner Comments
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

•	 Know the texts really well and all their surrounding themes so that candidates are 
prepared for any eventuality of question.

•	 Choose the question carefully. Two choices means that candidates are able to pick the 
one that suits their text choices and own knowledge best.

•	 Don't try to fit pre-written essays to the exam questions. The thread of the argument 
wavers in confidence if it's not built around the question key words.

•	 Explore the authors' methods in detail, but don't just dip in and out of the text - show 
awareness of the text as a whole too.

•	 Keep the focus always on the writer's craft. What techniques has the writer used and 
why?

•	 Keep context relevant and woven into the argument. Bolted on context doesn't further 
an argument.

•	 Make sure each connection between texts is developed and refers in some way to the 
point previously made.

•	 Make connections based on writer's methods as well as context and plot.

Low level 3 for AO1-4. The candidate uses examples throughout which help to provide a coherent 
and structured argument, but the AO2 and 3 points are brief and more general. There isn’t much 
awareness of the authors either, but the essay has AO1 strengths, meaning that it fits just into level 3 
for its fulfilment of the AO1 bullet point.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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